YAG:Nd(+3) Laser Target Designators and Range Finders.
This paper describes the implementation of a Q-switched YAG:Nd(+3) laser into target designator and range finder systems. Because of the wide range of temperature encountered in field applications, emphasis is given to the development of a temperature insensitive design incorporating electronic compensation and thermal equalization. Information is also given on cooling systems and degradation of the coolant when subjected to intense uv radiation. Developments anticipated in the near future that will have considerable impact on laser target designators and range finders are listed.